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A STRONG PARTNER FOR
ACTIVE SENIOR LIVING
Discover an active, independent lifestyle with delightful maintenance-free, worry-free
living. That’s the life at Westminster Communities of Florida, offering communities
throughout the state featuring great options to fit your lifestyle. Choose from
waterfront, suburban and city locations, all part of our not-for-profit, faith-based
family. Discover an active lifestyle to meet every interest, made sunnier by wellness
of body, mind and spirit. You’ll also enjoy services and amenities like restaurant-style
dining, housekeeping and more. Plus, rest easier with the assurance of supportive
services available on campus.

We honor your service. Call today to learn about special
incentives for those who served our nation.

1-800-948-1881 ext. 226

www.WestminsterCommunitiesFL.org
Bradenton | Jacksonville | Orlando | St. Augustine | St. Petersburg | Tallahassee | Winter Park

June 20, 2019
Dear Fellow MOAA Members,
Christa and I welcome you to the 42nd Florida Council of Chapters Convention hosted
by the Tampa Chapter at the Safety Harbor Resort and Spa on Tampa Bay. The host
chapter’s Convention Committee has put together an ambitious and informative
program that takes advantage of the hotel facilities, and the town of Safety Harbor.
Those of you arriving on Thursday had the opportunity of signing up for a visit to the
James A. Haley VA Hospital and an Operation Helping Hand dinner with our
Wounded Warriors.
We are honored to have two outstanding leaders to join us at our convention; MOAA
President and CEO Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF (Ret), will be the keynote speaker
and Installing Officer at the Military Gala Saturday evening, and the Director of the
NOAA Officer Corps, RADM Michael Silah, NOAA, will speak at our “All Hands
Breakfast” Saturday morning. Gen. Atkins will be doing “double-duty” as he will
present MOAA’s Col. Marvin J. Harris Communications Awards to the winning Florida
chapters at the President’s Reception Friday evening.
We are also very fortunate to have key MOAA National personnel attending - COL
Terri Coles, USA (Ret); CAPT Erin Stone, USN (Ret); CDR Rene Campos, USN
(Ret); and Anne Hartline - to provide information on chapter affairs & membership,
legislative issues and Surviving Spouse support respectively
I want to thank COL Lewis VanDyke, USA (Ret) the Convention Chairman, COL
Carol Zieres USA (Ret) Tampa Chapter President, and all the Chapter volunteers for
their efforts to make this Convention a success.
Thank you for coming.

Len Friedlander
Col, USAF (Ret)
President, Florida Council of Chapters
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On behalf of our Tampa chapter president, Carol Zieres, I would like to welcome members and guests
from chapters across the state and beyond to the 2019 FCOC convention. Our convention hotel, Safety
Harbor Resort and Spa, is located in beautiful Safety Harbor, which is a “treasured gem” nestled on the
sparkling shores of Tampa Bay and promises to be a unique and wonderful experience.
Our theme this year is “Helping Hands Helping Heroes,” and highlights our chapter’s commitment to
the Operation Helping Hand program, which has received national recognition for providing financial and
emotional support to wounded and injured military being treated and recovering at the James A. Haley
Veterans Hospital. On Thursday evening, attendees who signed up to go to our monthly OPHH dinner were
transported to the VA hospital to meet the military members and their families and were given a tour of the
new virtual reality room.
Friday is full of activities you will want to participate in, with the President’s Reception culminating the
day’s events. After the reception, you can walk to Main Street, which is just outside the Resort’s doors, for the
3rd Friday festival featuring shopping, dining and entertainment options in a pedestrian-only environment.
Saturday will start with a plated breakfast and RADM Michael Silah, NOAA as guest speaker, followed
by a memorial service for friends we lost last year. Convention activities, to include the business meeting and
informative presentations will occur during the day with the Military Gala topping off the day. Our keynote
speaker for the Gala is MOAA President & CEO, Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF (Ret), and we have a wonderful
band who will play music of the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s, for our dancing and listening pleasure.
The Resort is conveniently located near downtown Safety Harbor. In addition to the stunning views of
Tampa Bay, there are a number of things to do in the immediate vicinity of the Resort. Just a few suggestions
include: Ruth Eckerd Hall for a musical performance, golf at one of several local courses, or taking a stroll on
the historic city walk. If you want to just stay in and relax, the Resort is offering special pricing at their award
winning Spa facilities and salon.
We are excited to have you join us for our annual convention and want you to have a memorable
experience during your stay.

Lewis VanDyke, COL, USA (Ret)
Convention Chairman

In Memory of John L. Morrison,
Lieutenant Colonel, USA (Ret)

John Morrison was a long-time MOAA Member with a record of distinguished
service and leadership in the Palm Beach Fla. military community, the Florida
Council Of Chapters (FCOC), and MOAA.
Born in New York City, and raised in New Jersey and Ohio, John graduated from
The Ohio State University in 1969, and was commissioned in the US Army through
the ROTC program. During the next twenty years, he served in Vietnam, Korea
and Germany in addition to CONUS assignments, retiring in 1989 as a Lt. Colonel.
After retiring from the Army, he had a horse farm south of Kansas City, and in 1995
moved to Wellington, FL.
Upon moving to Florida, John joined the Palm Beach-Martin Counties Chapter of
MOAA, and served in key leadership roles as 2nd Vice President, 1st Vice
President, and finally as Chapter President for three years. During his tenure the
chapter’s membership grew to 140 members. As Chapter President John initiated
the chapter’s sponsorship of ice cream socials at the local VA Medical Center Long
Term Care Facility -- where chapter members visited to play bingo with the patients
and serve them ice cream. He also started a formal chapter recognition program
for the top juniors and seniors at five local high school JROTC Programs.
As a result of his outstanding leadership at the chapter level, John was elected the
FCOC Southeast Area Vice President where he was responsible for guiding the
recruiting and legislative affairs of eight chapters, and two years later was elected
Council Vice President. Subsequently elected FCOC President, he was forced to
resign just four months later for health reasons.
LTC John Morrison was the kind of officer and veteran who simply never stopped
serving until his health precluded his activity. He will be missed.



   

   

Annual Convention in 2020!

Activities include: Oﬀshore fishing, Gorgeous
beaches, Interesting speakers, Great golf,
Spectacular shopping at The Gardens Mall, and
for the adventurous sort... Kayaking on the
Loxahatchee River.

  

May 29, 30, and 31, 2020
   
    

 
MOAA’s legislative experts work every
day to educate members of Congress
and their staffs on how members of the
military earn their compensation and
benefits through a career of service.
As a MOAA member, you’re part of the
largest association of military officers. You
can be assured that when we visit your
legislators, they will listen to us because
they know MOAA speaks for you and
thousands of their military constituents.
Additionally, as a member of your local
MOAA chapter, you will have the
opportunity to support our grassroots
legislative efforts. Plus, you’ll enjoy
personal satisfaction from being
involved in your community.

MOAA ALSO OFFERS YOU ATTRACTIVE BENEFITS AND SERVICES:
• World-class TRICARE supplements,
life insurance, and vision insurance
• Expert military-beneﬁts counseling
• Financial-education services

• Military Officer magazine
• Exclusive discounts on travel,

For more than  years, MOAA has
been working to protect the interests
of military officers like you.
For more information, contact
us at (800) 234-MOAA (6622)
or visit www.moaa.org.

including cruises, resorts, and hotels
• Educational assistance programs
®

LAKE & SUMTER COUNTIES
CHAPTER 





P.O.Box 666, Lady Lake, Florida 32158-0666 

COVERING THE VILLAGES and LAKE & SUMTER COUNTIES 
PROUD OF OUR ACCOMPLISHMENTS



FOUR STAR CHAPTER (2008 - 2010) 
FIVE STAR CHAPTER (2011 - 2017) 
WE SUPPORT OPERATION HELPING HAND
and JROTC SCHOLARSHIPS 
VISIT US AT: www.lakesumtermoaa.org


The Calusa Chapter of Cape Coral
welcomes you to the
Beautiful Tampa Area
We wish you a productive,
engaging, successful,
and enjoyable experience
We look forward to seeing you
at the
Safety Harbor Resort & Spa
for the
2019 FCOC Convention
hosted by the Tampa Chapter



The MOAA Clearwater Chapter


  





Congratulates the Tampa Chapter
For hosting the
2019 FCOC Convention
At the
Safety Harbor Resort and Spa
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FCOC 42nd ANNUAL CONVENTION
SAFETY HARBOR RESORT AND SPA
Hosted by the Tampa Chapter

THURSDAY, June 20, 2019
1300 - 1500
1500
1800
2030

EARLY REGISTRATION (Baranoff Lobby)
Bus departs Safety Harbor Resort and Spa for Tour of Virtual Reality Room
and Operation Helping Hand Dinner (JAHVA Hospital)
Dinner (JAHVA SCI Dining Room)
Estimated bus return to Safety Harbor Resort and Spa

FRIDAY, JUNE 21, 2019
1100 – 1700
1200 – 1700
1200 – 1700
1300 – 1330
1330 – 1400
1400 – 1500
1430 – 1600
1700 – 2000

REGISTRATION OPEN (Baranoff Lobby)
Hospitality Suite Open (Desoto Suite)
Vendor Tables Open (Baranoff Lobby)
Brief History of Safety Harbor (East Room – COL Carol Zieres)
MOAA Vacations (East Room --- Jon Brenneman)
Health & Wellness Seminar (Baranoff Ballroom – Mary Strykowski)
FCOC BOARD MEETING (East Room – Col Len Friedlander)
*PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION (History Hall & Athena Ballroom) (Cash Bar)
1730 —1800 Awards Presentation (Athena Room - Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins)
1800 — 2000 Reception w/heavy hors d'oevres and Cash Bar (History Hall)
2000 —
Third Friday Festival on Main St. Safety Harbor
* DRESS: Florida casual (open collar shirt/blouse slacks/skirt) at all events except Military Gala

SATURDAY, JUNE 22, 2019
0730 - 1200
0800 – 0915

REGISTRATION OPEN (Baranoff Lobby)
ALL HANDS BREAKFAST (Four Springs Ballroom)
Guest Speaker, RADM Michael J. Silah, NOAA
0915 – 1000
FCOC MEMORIAL SERVICE (Four Springs Ballroom - COL Bernard Lieving)
0900 – 1630
Hospitality Suite Open (Desoto Suite)
0900 – 1630
Vendor Tables Open (Baranoff Lobby)
1015 -- 1115
SPOUSE BREAKOUT SESSION (Private Chef of Tampa -- Desoto Suite)
1015 – 1115
FCOC ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING (Baranoff Ballroom)
Palm Beach- Martin Counties 2020 Convention Presentation
1115 – 1200
MOAA CHAPTER AFFAIRS/MEMBERSHIP (Baranoff Ballroom – COL Terri Coles)
1200 – 1315
LUNCHEON (Four Springs Ballroom)
1315 – 1400
NATIONAL MOAA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE (Baranoff Ballroom- CDR Rene Campos)
1330 – 1430
SPOUSE BREAKOUT SESSION (Wine and Cheese Event -- SydEntel Gallery)
1400 —1430
FL LEGISLATIVE SESSION SUMMARY (Baranoff Ballroom – Lt Col Steve Murray)
1430 —1445
BREAK
1445 —1515
SURVIVING SPOUSE BRIEFING (Baranoff Ballroom -- Sherry Freese/Anne Hartline)
1515 —1545
OPERATION HELPING HAND BRIEFING (Baranoff Ballroom -- LTC Jim Griffin)
1630 – 2200
**MILITARY BALL (Four Springs Ballroom)
1630-1800 Cocktails (History Hall) (Cash Bar)
1730-1800 Proceed to Four Springs Ballroom (Music by Sounds of Joy)
1800-1830 Opening Ceremonies, Service Songs & Toasts
1830-1945 Dinner & Installation of Officers(Cash Bar /Four Springs Ballroom)
1945-2015 Keynote Speaker Lt. Gen. Dana Atkins, USAF (Ret)
2015-2200 Music & Dancing (Daniel Joiner Quartet)
** Dress: Formal/semi-formal, dinner jackets, dark suits. Nonmilitary Ladies; cocktail attire

SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 2019
0830 — 0930

FCOC BOARD MEETING (East Room – Col Len Friedlander)

0700 — 1100
1100 — 1430

Breakfast (on your own) is available in the Fountain Grill
Sunday Brunch (on your own) is available — Reservation Required

FLORIDA COUNCIL OF CHAPTERS 2019 CONVENTION
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING
Saturday June 22, 2019
0945am – 1045am

AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Call to order: Len Friedlander
Invocation: Chaplain - Terry Robertson
Pledge of Allegiance: Len Friedlander
Appoint Parliamentarian: Len Friedlander
President’s Comments: Len Friedlander
Secretary’s Report: Jon Gordon
Treasurer’s Report: Don Courtney
Proposed FY 2020 Budget: Don Courtney
Election of Officers: Len Friedlander
East Central AVP – Raoul Gonzalez
West Central AVP — Carol Burgess
Northwest AVP — Mike Snodgrass
Mid Central AVP — Wayne Brown
Southeast AVP – Paul Loschiavo

10. Old or Unfinished Business: Len Friedlander
11. New Business: Len Friedlander
2020 Convention – Palm Beach-Martin County Chapter
12. Adjourn: Len Friedlander
MEETING RULES OF ORDER
Roberts Rules of Order and Florida Council of Chapters Bylaws, both of which as
interpreted by the meeting parliamentarian, shall govern the proceedings.
•
•

•
•
•
•

The meeting parliamentarian shall be a member of the Florida Council of Chapters as
appointed by the President.
The Agenda is published above. Agenda items may be added during the meeting by a twothirds vote of the delegates or for consideration at a subsequent Council Meeting by a
majority vote. A motion presented in writing to the Council President shall initiate such
action.
Before a member addresses the meeting, he/she must first be recognized by the Council
President, then rise, state his/her name/rank and chapter/club membership.
A member’s remarks are limited to three minutes per issue/topic/motion/etc. He/she may
not speak again on the same issue unless granted permission by a two-thirds vote of the
official chapter/club delegates from the member’s assigned area.
All delegates may vote for President and Vice-President. Voting for Area Vice Presidents is
only in order for the chapter/club delegates from the nominee’s assigned area of
responsibility.
Voting will be by voice vote or by a show of hands, unless a written vote is requested and
approved by a majority of the delegates. In all cases, the Secretary will tally the votes and
insure the correct numbers of votes are cast.

FCOC 2019 Speakers
Lt Gen Dana T. Atkins, USAF (Ret)
MOAA President & CEO
Lt. Gen. Atkins is a native of Portland, Ore. He earned his bachelor's degree in biology from the
University of Portland and holds two master's degrees, one in aeronautical science from Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University and another in national security strategy from the National War College.
A command pilot with more than 4,000 hours in fighter aircraft, Lt. Gen. Atkins has served in a
number of key command and staff positions, including commander, 20th Fighter Wing, Shaw AFB, S.C.;
commander, 35th Fighter Wing, Misawa, Japan; vice commander, 7th Air Force
and U.S. Air Force Korea; director of operations, U.S. Pacific Command; and
special assistant to the supreme allied commander Europe during the air war over
Serbia. During his career, he flew as a demonstration pilot for both the European
A-10 Demonstration Team and the U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds.
At the time of his retirement from the Air Force, Lt. Gen. Atkins served as
commander, Alaskan Command, U.S. Pacific Command; commander, 11th Air
Force, Pacific Air Forces; and commander, Alaskan North American Defense
Region, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska.
He and his wife, Laura, were the 2004 recipients of the General and Mrs.
Jerome F. O'Malley Award, which recognizes the wing commander and spouse
whose contributions to the nation, the Air Force, and the local community best
exemplify the highest ideals and positive leadership of a military couple.
Before becoming the ninth president of MOAA, Lt. Gen. Atkins served as
president of Chronicle Media, a print and digital media company based in Augusta, Ga. that serves the
southeastern U.S.

Rear Admiral (RADM) Michael J. Silah, NOAA
Director, NOAA Commissioned Officer Corps (NOAA Corps) and
NOAA’s Office of Marine and Aviation Operations (OMAO)
RADM Michael J. Silah is responsible for the operation of NOAA’s fleet of research ships and
aircraft as well as commissioned NOAA officers and civilian personnel.
Commissioned into the United States Navy in1992, he served in Patrol Squadron Nine (VP-9) as
the squadron’s safety officer, completing three deployments to Southeast Asia and the Persian Gulf. He
also served in Naval Force Aircraft Test Squadron (FORCE) before transferring to the NOAA Corps in
2002.
RADM Silah previously served as Commanding Officer of NOAA’s Aircraft
Operations Center (AOC). Under his command, AOC improved execution to over
90 percent and flew over 6,000 flight hours in support of NOAA missions. His team
was recognized with Department of Commerce Silver and Bronze awards, a NOAA
Unit Citation, and the Safety Management System Level 3 award--the highest
possible distinction. He also led AOC during the relocation from MacDill AFB in
Tampa to a new facility in Lakeland, Florida.
Earlier assignments include: Chief of Staff of National Centers for
Environmental Prediction (NCEP), Chief of Staff of OMAO, and aide-de-camp to
the NOAA Administrator. RADM Silah has flown over 3,000 flight hours in the P-3,

including over 1,500 hours as pilot-in-command, over 500 hours of Navy
flight test, and nearly150 hurricane penetrations.
RADM Silah holds a degree in economics from Duke and an MPA from
Harvard. His awards include the Department of Commerce Gold Medal, NOAA Corps Meritorious
Service Medal, NOAA Corps Commendation Medals, and NOAA Corps Achievement Medals. He
is an active member in the prestigious Explorers Club, a group dedicated to promoting scientific
exploration.
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The retirement home

you’ve been dreaming of.

Start living your dream
retirement, you’ve earned it!
Call today to schedule
your personal tour.

Your home has always been a reﬂection of you. There’s no reason
your retirement home can’t be your best reﬂection yet. With luxury
amenities and elegant living quarters, Freedom Plaza, Sun City
Center is the perfect address for seniors who want to experience
gracious retirement living.
Surrounded by a tapestry of trees, on a lush 140-acre nature
preserve, with a premiere executive golf course, indoor and
outdoor pools and spas, state-of-the-art ﬁtness centers and
nature trails, we offer ﬁve-star retirement in an extraordinary setting.

(888) 467-5202
FreedomPlaza.com
License #AL9634

Takeof command
your retirement lifestyle.

I am your flag. I am more than just a cloth shaped into a colorful
design. I am the silent Sentinel of freedom for the greatest sovereign
nation on earth. I am the inspiration for which American Patriots
who have given their lives and fortunes. I am the emblem of America.
I have led your sons and daughters in battle from Valley Forge to the
sands and mountains of the Middle East. I have been through the
birth of our country, the Civil War, two world wars, Korea, Vietnam,
the Gulf War, Iraq and Afghanistan and countless other operations
in support of the oppressed. Never did I ask to permanently stay in
foreign lands, only long enough to encourage freedom and democracy .
The Military Officers Association of Sarasota, in partnership
with the Patterson Foundation, has developed a 10 lesson
plan to educate and inspire elementary school children
about the United States ﬂag. It is the best-known and most
widely respected national emblem in the world. Our ﬂag is
a symbol of America’s courage, compassion, and strength.
It is also the symbol of the oldest continuing democracy in
the world. What could be more important for our children
to learn?
This American Flag course is available free of charge to
all elementary schools. We encourage all MOAA chapters
to participate in our initiative to educate the elementary
students throughout Florida on the importance of our ﬂag,
the symbol that represents freedom throughout the world.

To learn more contact Valerie McCarthy at
AmericanFlag@SMOSF.org
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Indian River Chapter
Proudly Salutes
the Centennial of the City of Vero Beach
1919-2019
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Greetings
from
Florida’s Capitol City

The Tallahassee Chapter
sends its Best Wishes
for a successful
Florida Council of Chapters
2019 Convention

   

The Suncoast Chapter
thanks
the Tampa Chapter
for hosting the
2019 FCOC Convention

Suwanee River Valley Chapter
Covering Baker, Columbia, Hamilton, Suwannee
and Union Counties
Supporting Lake City VA Hospital, Homeless Veterans’ Housing, Lake City HS
JROTC,
Robert H. Jenkins, Jr. Veterans’ Domiciliary
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MOAA of Citrus County, Inc
Post Office Box 637
Lecanto, Florida 34460-0637
 A 2017 Five Star Level of Excellence Chapter
     
 JROTC Supporter and Scholarship Donor
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MOAA’s Historic Mayport Chapter (FL-51)
President CDR Pat Kluever, USN (Ret)
(540) 775-4955 or “patkluever@verizon.net"

THE BRADENTON CHAPTER OF MOAA EXTENDS
GREETINGS & BEST WISHES TO THE TAMPA
CHAPTER FOR A SUCCESSFUL CONVENTION
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Thanks! Lewis VanDyke, Convention Chairman

LIFE IS EXPANDING AT FLEET LANDING.
Introducing our newest neighborhood,
Beacon Pointe at Fleet Landing.

“Fleet Landing is the best decision we ever
made. And it keeps getting better with more
opportunities to continue the life we love.
Make plans to join us!”
– CAPT & Mrs. Milton Miefert,
USN(Ret), Residents

TO LEARN MORE CALL (TOLL-FREE) 1.877.623.4229
OR (LOCAL) 904.685.4425.
One Fleet Landing Boulevard
Atlantic Beach, FL 32233
BeaconPointeFL.com

MOAA 19-88145

