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President’s Message for February 2019
As I begin my third year as president of the Tampa Chapter, I am again blessed to be working with a
great board of directors! Sixteen officers were sworn in at the January 10th luncheon with Colonel Terri
Coles (USA RET) as officiator of the installation ceremony, after which she gave a very enlightening
presentation on National MOAA Council and Chapter Affairs. “Our nation remains divided on many fronts,
yet MOAA with its 350,000 members help break through the challenges facing the armed forces. MOAA
has been very effective in working across the aisle through efforts such as STORMING THE HILL – where
COL Zieres
constituents actually get to sit with their representatives on Capitol Hill to bring military personnel issues
like TRICARE (medical), housing, pay raises and other benefits to the forefront of the legislative agendas,” she added.
As I write this, our nation is undergoing the longest partial government shutdown in its history; now entering in its’
30th day which has impacted over 800,000 federal employees, including uniformed members of the Coast Guard and
NOAA branches of the military service. Sad to say among those federal employees, there are many military families
struggling to make ends meet who did not receive a pay check last month. As a member of the Military Coalition Consortium of 33 Veterans Associations, you can be sure this will be one of the hot button topics MOAA will address during the next STORMING THE HILL that takes place on April 10-11! I sincerely hope those of you who are reading my
president’s message, will take time to write to your members of Congress as well. Remember, “MOAA is - ONE POWERFUL VOICE!” Terri also outlined the five pillars of MOAA’s strategy plan including some new recruiting and retention tools that chapters may use as part of their recruiting campaigns and for community outreach: The New Member’s
Kit, Permission Granted e-mail sharing campaign, creation of Virtual Chapters, Committee Module improvements that
allow for instant data input on changes to members’ contact information to MOAA National, and the Community Outreach Grant Program as part of the MOAA Foundation to donate money to Veteran-affiliated charities in need. And let
me also reiterate some recruiting incentives that the Tampa chapter has made available to its members; a new and enhanced chapter brochure with lots of colorful pictures of our events to put into the hands of a new member prospect, an
enhanced website with an electronic newsletter, and don’t forget to check out the 2-minute video, “WHY MOAA” video link that was recently added to our website. You can pull up any one of these narratives on your SMART PHONE as
you’re talking to someone about MOAA! And did you know that
MOAA will be celebrating its’ 90th birthday this month? HAPPY
BIRTHDAY MOAA! We are only as strong as long as our numbers
keep growing, so if you haven’t sent in your dues for 2019, please
be sure to mail a check in the amount of $25.00 to the MOAA Tampa Chapter’s mailbox: P.O. Box 6383 MacDill AFB, FL 336080383 or you may also send your check to our membership chairman, COL Bill Schneider’s mailing address: 15888 Sanctuary
Drive Tampa, FL 33647. We’ve extended the deadline for dues until 31 March.
And finally, a couple of news flash items: ATTENTION ALL
GOLFERS: the Tampa Chapter is hosting the 3RD ANNUAL BOB
SILAH GOLF TOURNAMENT at Bay Palms Golf Course on Friday, MARCH 22nd. All proceeds benefit our signature charity,
OPERATION HELPING HAND. Please visit the website:
www.OperationHelpingHandTampa.com to learn how to register.
A friendly reminder that the Surf’s Edge Club is undergoing renovation during the months of February through May, therefore our
February 14th luncheon will be held at the Bay Palms Golf Club
house.
HAPPY VALENTINES DAY TO ALL!
“WE’VE GOT YOUR BACK – NEVER STOP SERVING!”

MOAA Luncheon
14 February 2019—11:30 a.m.
Bay Palms Golf Complex
Tournament Room
1803 Golf Course Avenue
Members and Guests Cost: $16.00
Menu
Caesar Salad, Chicken Parmesan,
Garlic Green Beans, Pesto Penne,
Tiramisu
order Fruit or Chef’s Salad
When you make your reservation
Program
BG Lee J. Gray
Reservations
Call 813-676-4676
by noon 9 February

MOAA Convention 20-23 June 2019
SAVE THE DATES: Register Now
As we move into 2019 many of us look back and ask where did 2018 go? As you look
forward, consider special events you want to be part of and support, The officers of our chapter and I are hoping the 2019 annual convention that our chapter is hosting at the Safety Harbor Resort & Spa this June, is one of those events.
It may seem like June is too far out to plan for, but now is the time we need you to
make your reservation by filling out the reservation form and writing your check.
You have two options for registering. Option one is, you can go online to the
MOAAFL.org website, fill out the registration form and pay with a credit card or a check. We
are encouraging you, when registering online, to choose the option to pay by check, because it
will save our chapter the processing fees incurred, when paying with a credit card.
Option two is, you can download the registration form from the website or pick up a
copy at our monthly luncheon. Once you have filled out the registration form, you can mail
the form and check to the address on the registration form or give it to me at our monthly
luncheons.
The chapter website (TampaMOAA.org) and council website (MOAAFL.org) have information about Safety Harbor Resort and Spa, the events that will be happening, and registration options. I encourage you to visit these to learn more about this special event our chapter
is hosting.
Our chapter leadership encourages and depends on you to support this event.
Contact me if you have any questions: vandykeRL@verizon.net
Lewis VanDyke, 2019 Convention Chair

To: MOAA Tampa Chapter Members
The Scholarship Committee is pleased to announce that the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA) Tampa
Chapter will award scholarships of up to $2000.00 each to high school seniors who are planning to attend college, community college or an accredited career training institution during the 2019-2020 school year.
Applicants must be a dependent or grandchild of an active or retired military officer who has been a member in good
standing of the MOAA Tampa Chapter for at least one year prior to the date of application for the scholarship. Further
requirements are enclosed with this letter and may also be found at the MOAA website www.moaatampa.org.
Completed application and documentation must be submitted by 1 April 2019 to:
MGEN (Ret) James G. Jones
Selection Committee Chairman
15824 Sanctuary Drive
Tampa, FL 33647
Scholarship award winners will be announced May 1, 2019. Awards will be presented Thursday, June 13, 2019, at
MacDill Air Force Base at 11:30 a.m. during the MOAA Luncheon & Awards Ceremony.
Recipients, or an immediate family member, must attend in order to receive the scholarship award.
If you have any questions, you may contact:
Colonel (Ret) Bill Schneider
(813) 977-2572 or geowillyl@aol.com (Scholarship on subject line)
Scholarship Committee Coordinator
Sincerely,
MOAA Tampa Chapter Scholarship Committee

============================================================================

SCHOLARSHIP ELIGIBILITY AND REQUIREMENTS
MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA TAMPA CHAPTER
ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS:
 Be a dependent or grandchild of a member of the MOAA Tampa Chapter who has been in good standing for a minimum period of one year prior to the date of application. Be a graduating senior from a secondary school.
 Have a GPA of 3.0 or higher OR documented IEP/504 Status.
 Complete the Scholarship Application Form.
 Attend the June 13, 2019, Luncheon & Awards Ceremony. Attendance is required by the recipient or immediate family
member in order to receive the scholarship award.
REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS:
 Submission of proof of Military Affiliation (DD214 or Military ID) of the sponsoring MOAA Tampa Chapter member as the
applicant must be a depend or grandchild of a member of the MOAA Tampa Chapter.
 Submission of proof of 3.0 GPA in the form of the high school transcript OR transcript and IEP/504.
 Submission of two written letters of reference from someone other than a relative. References may be from teachers, school
counselor, clergy, work supervisor, etc.
 An acceptance letter from an accredited college, community college, or university with Student ID number included.
 A letter written by the student in which he/she explains his/her goals, academic experience, and extracurricular activities.
 A completed Scholarship Application Form (see Application on the web page). No late documentation will be accepted.
 A color photo head shot or student senior picture (or a scanned photo sent via email in jpeg format).
The selection committee reserves the right to limit the scholarship awards to one per sponsor.
Submit completed application package by 1 April 2019 to:
MGEN (Ret) James G. Jones
15824 Sanctuary Drive
Tampa, FL 33647

MOAA TAMPA CHAPTER SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION
Date of Application: ________________________ Name of Sponsor: ______________________________________
Date sponsor joined chapter:___________ Sponsor MOAA National #:___________________
Student Name:_________________________________________________
Student Address:_______________________________________________
City State Zip: _____________________

___________

________

Telephone: _____________________________ Email: _______________________________________________
Date of Birth: ______________ Graduating School:___________________________________________________
College Accepted: ___________________________________________ Student ID #:_________________________
Academic Awards & Honors (Name & Year Received):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
School Activities (Clubs, bands, athletics, etc. – Name & Year):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Other Extracurricular Activities, Community Related Activities (scouting, volunteering, work, etc. – Name & Year):
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________
Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.

Known February Birthdays
2
3
16
17
18
19
22
27

Anne Pray
Ivy Cranford
Gigi Davis
Carol Smith
Susan Healan
Valarie Andrews
Margaret Lindsay
Mary Boze

Luncheon Location and Price

emergency travel, vehicle expenses, funeral expenses, medical and dental cost, childcare/respite,
moving expenses and miscellaneous expenses.
 Military Family Support
 A Soldiers Child Foundation who serve the children of our fallen active duty military personnel
with birthday celebrations, mentorship programs
and college scholarships.
MOWC had approximately $20,000.00 to donate
so each of these organizations received a substantial
amount.

Have Something to Say?

MOAA luncheons will be held at the Bay Palms
Please contact Shirley Helveston if you have
Gulf Course, 1803 Golf Course Ave, MacDill AFB,
something to contribute to this publication. 863-510-5048
February through May.
shelveston@tampabay.rr.com
The May luncheon will be held on the second
6714 Highlands Creek Loop, Lakeland FL 33813
Wednesday, 8 May - due to scheduling conflict at
Bay Palms.
Starting February, the price for monthly luncheons
will be $16.
Tournament Room
Bay Palms Golf Complex
1803 Golf Course Avenue
MacDill AFB, FL 33621
Drive past Surf's Edge Club, staying on Bayshore
Blvd. until reaching the sign for Bay Palms, then turn
right into complex.

MOWC FUNDS DISPERSED
MOWC funds were dispersed as follows:








Operation Helping Hand—our money will sponsor the February dinner. Some of our ladies will
help serve the meal and interact with the patients
and their families.
MOAA Tampa Chapter Scholarship Fund
Tinker Elementary School—MacDill AFB
Fisher House—Tampa Veterans Hospital
MOAA for table decorations at the 2019 Annual
Convention which Tampa Chapter is sponsoring
Air Force Aid Society—Air Force Aid Society
emergency assistance is available to Airmen, Army, Navy, Marines and Coast Guard personnel
and their eligible family members to meet immediate needs in an emergency situation. The Society provides interest free loans and grants based on
the individual's needs for basic living expenses,

Valerie Andrews is a happy addition to
our ladies group!

Barbara Ewanowski says she is staying in Florida
with short visits to Wisconsin.

Shirley Helveston decided to have her picture taken
since there were only four MOWC ladies attending.

The happy couple,
Nicky and
Dick Siegman

2019 MOAA Tampa Chapter Board members were installed by
COL Terri Coles, USA (Ret) MOAA National’s Senior Director of Council and Chapter Affairs

February Speaker

President COL Carol Zieres and COL Terri Coles,
USA (Ret) MOAA National’s Senior Director of
Council and Chapter Affairs

BG Lee J. Gray assumed command of the 86th
Training Division in Fort McCoy, Wisconsin in July
2015.
BG Gray is a Virginia native and has been a Tampa, Florida resident since 2003, where she lives with
her husband Tony and daughter Bailly.
Awards include the Defense Meritorious Service
Medals, Meritorious Service Medals, Joint Service Commendation
Medal, Army Commendation Medals, Iraqi Campaign, NATO,
Multinational Force and Observers and Joint Meritorious Unit
Awards. She also holds the Office of the Secretary of Defense
Staff Identification Badge and the Army Staff Identification Badge.

Sign Up for Flight to Honor Mission #5
Flight to Honor Mission #5 is scheduled for 30 April 2019. The Mission will depart from and return to Lakeland International Airport for the one day visit to Washington DC.
The purpose of the program is to safely transport veterans to Washington DC to visit the memorials erected in their honor for their service to our country; provide an opportunity for the community
to express their appreciation for their service; and, reinforce the importance of service above self.
All veterans are eligible to apply for the mission provided they have not been on a previous
Flight to Honor or Honor Flight Mission.
Guardians wishing to accompany veterans are also encouraged to apply. Applications for both
can be downloaded at http://polkveteranscouncil.com.
Veteran and Guardian applications are being accepted—NOW. To be assured of selection for the
mission, apply as soon as possible.
The mission is free for Veterans. Guardians are asked to donate $450 toward the cost of the mission.
Donations toward the cost of the mission are also being accepted. Tax deductible contributions can be made to:

GiveWell Community Foundation
Flight to Honor
1501 South Florida Avenue,
Lakeland, FL 33803

